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HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [10.03 am]: On Tuesday, 
23 February 2016 here at Parliament, I, along with a number of my parliamentary colleagues from all sides of 
politics, signed the Oxfam Closing the Gap banner with our handprints in support of promoting Indigenous 
health equality by 2030. Today, on national Close the Gap Day, I would like to take the opportunity to remind 
my colleagues of the work that remains not only in health, but also across all Council of Australian Governments 
targets. Having grown up in Kalgoorlie, I am firmly aware of the importance of this task, having witnessed 
firsthand some of the challenges resulting from Aboriginal disadvantage. 
The recent “Closing the Gap: Prime Minister’s Report 2015” shows that although there is some national progress 
in important areas such as lowering child mortality, governments still have much work to do to realise a healthy 
future for Aboriginal Australians. “Progress Against Closing the Gap: Western Australia 2015” shows positive 
Aboriginal outcomes in the state in areas such as household income, reading and numeracy, and early childhood 
education. We should be proud that Western Australia has achieved the key target of 95 per cent of four-year-
olds enrolled in a kindergarten program and being taught by a qualified teacher for a minimum of 15 hours 
a week. The importance of early childhood outcomes cannot be overstated when trying to realise generational 
change; this is central to closing the gap on Aboriginal disadvantage. Consistent with a wide range of 
international research, without fostering outcomes at the developmental stage, positive outcomes in health, 
education and justice may not be realised even with extraordinary interventions later in life. Indigenous leaders 
speak of closing the gap as having little meaning in communities that see the challenges firsthand, in part due to 
what some see as slow progress. 
It is a priority of the government to work in close partnership with Aboriginal communities to drive progress. 
Realistically, to see major socioeconomic shifts in life outcomes, we need to adopt an intergenerational outlook, 
in addition to the gains already made and currently underway. When considering positive developments in the 
early childhood demographic, it is correct to share the Prime Minister’s optimism. It is right to acknowledge the 
important gains made to the lives of young Aboriginal children and their increased likelihood of positive futures, 
but much hard work remains. 
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